Jesus, Our Redeemer
When Jesus was trying to help His disciples understand who was great in the kingdom of God, He used His own life and mission as an illustration. “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many” Mark 10:45. Paul also described Jesus as being a ransom for the human race. “There is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself a ransom for all” 1 Timothy 2:5,6.

Why was it necessary for Jesus to die in order for us to be forgiven? Why was a ransom price needed in order for the human race to be redeemed? Was this necessary to:

· Appease God’s wrath so that He could love us and forgive us?

· Pay off Satan in some way so that we can be free from his control?

The first could not be right, for God sent His Son into the world because He loved us, not so that He could love us. The second thought also has problems. It would mean the plan of salvation would be based upon God and Satan cooperating and agreeing upon the price of the ransom. Building on what we have learned, this lesson will help us understand why Jesus needed to give His life as “a ransom for all” 1 Timothy 2:6.

There are two Greek word groups that are translated ransom, redeem, redeemed and redemption. Strong’s Concordance defines them this way: 

A.  Lutron – something to loosen with, i.e. a redemption price, ransom

B. Exagorazo – to buy up, i.e. ransom; to rescue from loss; to redeem

· Ransom is the price that is paid. 

· Redeem is the act of paying the price. 

· A Redeemer is the one who is paying the price. 

· The redeemed are the people or objects that have been redeemed.

Redeemed & Transferred to Jesus’ Kingdom
1. What was Adam given when he was created? Genesis 1:26-28
2. What does Satan claim was given to him? Luke 4:5-7

God gave Adam dominion over all the earth. Satan claims that this dominion and authority was given to him. Since Satan is a liar, we have to ask, “Is he telling the truth or is he lying?”

3. How does Jesus describe Satan’s authority on earth?

A. John 12:31 “The _________ of this world will be cast out.”

B. John 14:30 “The _________ of this world is coming…”

C. John 16:11 “The _________ of this world is judged.”

4. Read Matthew 12:22-30

A. What did some say when Jesus cast a demon out of a man? v.24

B. If the demon was cast out by God, what has come upon us? v.28

C. Who is the “strong man?” Why did he need to be bound?  v.29

Jesus had just freed “a demon-oppressed man who was blind and mute.” This was evidence that the kingdom of God had come and Satan was being bound so people could be delivered from his control. 

5. What did Jesus’ death free us from? Hebrews 2:14,15


Through sin death entered the world (Romans 5:12). Satan took advantage of our fear of death to manipulate and control us. Jesus freed us from our fear of death and Satan’s tyranny. Our security in Christ enables us to be motivated by love rather than fear. His death frees us to look beyond the grave to an eternity with God where there will be “no more death” or “anything that defiles” Revelation 21:4-8; 27.

6. What kingdom did Jesus transfer us into? Colossians 1:12-14 

Jesus’ perfect life and death qualified everyone for eternal life. The redemption price that Jesus paid enabled the human race to be legally transferred from the power and authority of Satan into the kingdom of Jesus. As a result, everyone is individually free to choose whose authority and kingdom they want to be a part of (Acts 26:17,18). 
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What Price Was Paid For Our Redemption

7. What price did Jesus pay for the human race? 1 Peter 1:18,19

8. Who do we belong to as a result? 1 Corinthians 6:19,20
The price wasn’t cheap. It cost Jesus everything. Having given His life as “a ransom for all,” He doesn’t want anyone to perish (2 Peter 3:9). He wants to take us all home with Him (John 14:1-3). His death on the cross assures us that God will give us whatever we need so that we may know Him and want to live with Him (Romans 8:31,32).

9. What happens to those who refuse to belong to Jesus? 2 Peter 2:1

Even though Jesus has redeemed everyone, some people choose to deny the Lord who bought them. They bring destruction upon themselves. 

Redeemed From The Curse Of The Law

10. What has dominion over us when we are under law? Rom. 6:14 
Under the law, we are all slaves to sin (John 8:34). Without a Savior, we can’t help but sin (Romans 7:18-21). 
11. What gives sin the strength to destroy us? 1 Corinthians 15:56 

“The strength of sin is the law.” We can be thankful that God is consistent in upholding His laws. For example, imagine a world where the law of gravity was suspended at random every few days. There would be total chaos and much insecurity on earth. While we can be thankful for the law of gravity, there are serious consequences if someone falls off a cliff. 

We can also be thankful to God for upholding His law of love. Love can only exist when there is freedom. So when people violate the law of love, God will honor their choice. 

Since we have all earned death by our sin, God must honor our choice if He is going to be both loving and just. For love always gives freedom. Love never forces people to do something they don’t want to do or prevents them from having what they have chosen. Since the wages of sin is death, the plan of salvation needed to include a way for us to die.
12. What are we under if we don’t obey the law? Galatians 3:10-12

In verse 10, Paul uses the phrase, “works of the law,” to describe any attempt to earn eternal life through our own obedience. If we are going to live by the law, we must follow it perfectly. Since “all have sinned” and “the wages of sin is death,” all are under the curse of the law and must die (Romans 3:23; 6:23).

13. How did Jesus redeem us from the curse of the law? Gal. 3:13


As the last Adam, Jesus took us and our sins to the cross. He redeemed all of us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us. Based on God’s choice, we all were in Christ (1 Corinthians 15:45; 1:30); we all were crucified in Him (2 Corinthians 5:14; Galatians 2:19). In this way, the wages of sin were paid, the law was upheld, and God was able to be just when forgiving us (Romans 6:23; 3:26,31; 1 John 1:9). 

14. According to Galatians 4:4,5, what did Jesus redeem us from?


In order to redeem us, Jesus was born of a woman, born under the law so that as the last Adam He could truly represent the human race and take us all to the cross. This enabled Him to redeem us from under the law. 

15. Read Romans 7:1-4. In verse 4, who does Paul say the woman is free to marry after she has become “dead to the law”?


Paul uses the law of marriage as an illustration of the human dilemma. As a result of Adam’s sin, we have had been under the dominion of sin and Satan (Romans 6:14; John 12:31). It is like we were married to a demanding husband who has no love and does not help us at all. 

In order to be free from this marriage, we needed to be delivered from under the law, for the law says we are married for as long as life lasts. In this illustration, notice that the law is not changed or done away with. Neither does the husband die. Instead, the woman dies. Since the woman represents the human race, each person is now free to marry Jesus if they want to. Words in brackets are added as an explanation.

“The woman [the human race] is bound by the law to her husband as long as he lives. But if the husband dies, she is released from the law of her husband. So then if, while her husband lives, the woman [human race] marries another man [Christ], she [the human race] will be called an adulteress; but if her husband dies, she is free from that law, so that she is no adulteress, though she has married another man [Christ].” 

“You [the human race] have become dead to the law through the body of Christ, that you may be married to another – to Him [Christ] who was raised from the dead, that we should bear fruit to God.” Romans 7:2-4.
16. How then are we delivered from under the law? Romans 7:6


Jesus did not die to appease God’s wrath. He died so that God could redeem the human race in the same way that the human race was lost, through one man representing the human race. Through Adam we all sinned and were condemned. In Christ, we all died and have been justified by grace Romans 3:23,24; 5:18). 

When Christ died for all, all died (2 Corinthians 5:14). So Paul is able to say, “According to the law, I died the death that the law demanded. I was crucified with Christ.” (Galatians 2:19,20). In other words, we were delivered from the law by dying in Christ the death that is the wages of sin. God hasn’t done away with the law, for it is not the problem. The law is holy. It helps us know what sin is (Romans 6:7,12).

17. How can the human race die and live again? Ephesians 2:4-6


What Jesus did, we were seen to have done, just as the Levites were seen to have paid tithe to Melchizedek because they were in Abraham (Hebrews 7:9,10). 
God “raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus.” Paul talks about this as if it has already happened and is still going on. Literally, we are still on earth. However, legally we have all been redeemed, purchased by the blood of Jesus. 

Those who choose to surrender their lives to God will experience all the blessings that Jesus earned for the whole human race. They will also be His ambassadors to speak for Him on earth today. (2 Corinthians 5:20). 

Jesus, A Complete Savior From Sin

Jesus took the initiative to be our Savior to take “away the sin of the world” John 1:29. In order to have a balanced perspective, we need to understand how Jesus saves us from every aspect of the sin problem.

1. What are the 3 aspects of the sin problem Jesus saves us from?

A. Legal Consequences Of Sin  =  D___ ___ ___ H  (Rom. 6:23)
B. Spiritual Consequences Of Sin  =  S ___ ___ ___ E  (John 8:34)
C. Physical Consequences Of Sin = P__ __ N & Evil Effects (Gen. 3)
2. How did Jesus save everyone from the legal consequences? 
A. 2 Cor. 5:14 
B. Gal. 2:19,20 
C. Hebrews 10:10 

Through Jesus perfect life and death, He has saved the whole world legally from the wages of sin – death. This enables God to:

· Be just when forgiving us
· Qualify everyone for eternal life

· Restore our individual freedom of choice

3. How are believers being saved from spiritual consequences? 

A. John 8:32, 36 
B. Romans 12:1,2 

C. Hebrews 10:14 
Through the indwelling Holy Spirit, Jesus is saving believers from our slavery to sin. This enables us to:

· Bring glory to God by being a blessing to others (Matt. 5:16)
· Enjoy the abundant life Jesus gives to His disciples

· Experience transformation in our lives so that we enjoy fellowship with God and His followers.
4. How will believers be saved from physical consequences of sin? 

A. 1 Corinthians 15:52,53  

B. Revelation 21:1-4 
At the second coming of Jesus, believers will be saved from all the evil effects of sin, giving us brand new bodies, taking us to heaven and eventually creating new heaven and earth.

A Reminder Of The Gospel
5. What are the two truths the Sabbath is a reminder of?

A. Exodus 31:13

B. Exodus 31:17
C. How does God Sanctify us (or make us holy)?
___________God ______  ________  ___________ holy through the perfect life and death of Jesus.

___________ God ____  ___________  _______________  holy through the indwelling Holy Spirit.

___________ God _____  __________  ______________ holy at the second coming of Jesus. 

6. How does understanding the Sabbath in the light of the gospel help us with the meaning of life?
A. Where have we come from? Creator

B. Where are we going? Live with God or reject

C. Why are we here? To live for God out of love

What Is Our Part?

7. What are we asked to do when we are convicted of sin and the truth? We could summarize our response in 4 steps:
A. Believe The Truth - Acts 16:31 
B. Confess - 1 John 1:9  
C. Repent - Acts 3:19

Repentance comes from the Greek word, Metanoia.

If God has already said He is not counting our sins against us, what is the purpose of confession and repentance? (See 2 Corinthians 5:19,20.)

D. Renew the mind: 

Romans 12:1,2  

How does God accept us when we come to Him just as we are?

When and how does the transformation happen in our lives?
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