#5 - Growing Into Maturity
What Does A Spiritual Infant Look Like

1. How did Paul describe Christians in Corinth? 1 Corinthians 3:1-3

2. How does Paul describe them in 1 Corinthians 1:2?

3. What evidence does Paul point to in order to help them understand they were still spiritual infants? 1 Corinthians 3:3


The Reward For Growing Into Maturity

4. How did Paul try to correct divisions in Corinth? 1 Cor. 3:4-9

5. Paul changes the illustration from farming to building. What is the foundation we are to build our lives on? 1 Corinthians 3:9-11


6. What building materials are referred to in this illustration? What will test the work of each person? 1 Corinthians 3:10-13


7. Read 1 Corinthians 3:14,15

A. What happens to the one whose work endures? 

B. What happens to the one whose work is burned up?

C. What is the reward that is received by the first person?

8. What is the danger of not growing up? 1 Corinthians 3:16,17


When they defile the temple of God in this way, they will be destroyed in the end. They would not be happy living with God and would rather die than come face to face with Him. So God will honor their choice and they will perish (John 3:19; Revelation 6:14-16). Peter says that people will bring destruction upon themselves (2 Peter 2:1)

9. What dangers did Jesus warn against? Matthew 13:18-23


The Be-Attitudes
1. Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

When we feel helpless, empty, broken, and without hope in our own strength, we become open to receive help and answers from God. The promise Jesus gives is amazing. The kingdom of heaven belongs to the broken, the weak, and the helpless who recognize their need.  At every stage of growth we can have peace with God and the assurance of eternal life. 

2. Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 

The love and grace given by God frees us to be honest with Him, ourselves, and others. The pain that sin has caused leads us to mourn and repent, developing a hatred for sin. The assurance of God’s forgiveness and presence brings comfort and lays the foundation for healing and growth.

3. Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 

Having been blessed with peace, love and security by God, the meek find meaning in life by loving others as Jesus has loved them (John 13:34,35). Having acknowledged their sin, they seek reconciliation with those they have hurt. Instead of criticizing others, they look beyond their faults and minister to their needs. They give because there is a need, not in order to get something in return. They serve out of strength, rather than weakness; out of fullness, rather than emptiness. Freely they have received; they freely give (Matthew 10:8). While people may take advantage of those who are meek, Jesus promises that in the end they will inherit the earth. 
4. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be filled.

The desire to serve and help others will always lead people to hunger and thirst for more of Jesus and His truth. They long to represent Him correctly so that others will be drawn to Him. They long to receive more from Him so that they may have more to give. They come to hate sin and evil, for it hurts everyone. They love righteousness, for it leads to healing, joy, and peace.

5. 
Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.

These next three are ongoing, instead of progressive. The Christian wants to be merciful to others, for Jesus has been merciful to them. Mercy is giving because there is a need, not because it is deserved. The influence of one person being merciful will spread, eventually creating an atmosphere of mercy. This is why those who are merciful will also obtain mercy.
6. Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.

The pure in heart are open and honest. They have nothing to hide. They long for truth and justice. When Jesus comes again, they will look up into the clouds and say, “This is our God; we have waited for Him and He will save us” Isaiah 25:9. But even on this earth, the pure in heart have their spiritual eyes opened to see (understand) God more clearly and the truth that sets them free (Hebrews 11:24-27; 2 Corinthians 4:15-18; John 9:39-41; 16:13). 

7. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.

Since the gospel leads us to see everyone as loved and redeemed by God, Christians seek to represent God on earth and create harmony and peace in all their relationships with others. “Repay no one evil for evil. Have regard for good things in the sight of all men. If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all men” Romans 12:17, 18. Peacemakers also maintain healthy boundaries. They choose not to compromise their convictions and recognize where their responsibility begins and ends. They also understand that saying “no” can be very healthy, just as God says “no” when we want something that will hurt us or will not be the best for us.  
8. Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, & say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake. Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven. 

The kingdom of heaven is still theirs. But God’s love and grace has enabled them to grow into maturity. They trust Him with their lives and are willing to suffer persecution and die that they may bring glory to God. They rejoice, knowing their influence will lead others to follow God and be in heaven.

The Me-Attitudes

1. How miserable it is for those who do not recognize their need for help and healing, for they live in the kingdom of darkness.  

Those who do not recognize their need for help will continue to seek for life, happiness and peace through their own wisdom and strength. They’ll look to: 

· People to satisfy their need for love and acceptance, 

· Money to satisfy their need for comfort and security, 

· Status symbols to satisfy their need for value and importance, and

· Pleasure and entertainment to make them feel good. 

Then they turn to “pain-relievers” to numb the pain of disappointments, failures, guilt, and shame.                                                         

2. How miserable are the unrepentant, for they will continue to hurt.

Those who refuse to admit their failures will continue to repeat the same mistakes. They may experience temporary pleasure, but then increasing emptiness and pain for themselves, for sin never satisfies. 

3. How miserable it is for those who are proud and selfish, for they will be left with nothing.

Instead of seeking to serve and bless others, proud and selfish people are focused on serving themselves. They tend to blame others for their problems so they won’t have to admit their need for help. They also tend to manipulate others to get what they want. (A selfish person can appear very kind in order to get something in return.) In the end, they inherit nothing. 
4. How miserable it is for those who continue to crave unhealthy things, for they will never be satisfied.

Sin always leads to pain, heartache and destruction of ourselves and our relationships. Satan makes sin and selfishness look attractive so people will pursue the wrong thing and then experience more sickness and pain. It leads to a cycle of addiction: sin, guilt, shame, pain and pain-reliever. A sinful pain-reliever leads to more guilt, shame, and pain and the cycle continues. In order to satisfy their cravings, people will often take advantage of others by lying, stealing, or being abusive in order to get what they desire. 

5. How painful it is for those who take advantage of others and are critical, harsh & demanding, for when they fail, others tend to rejoice.

The most critical people are the ones who want to make themselves look better by making others look worse. Instead of being helpful, they look for faults and failures to point out. 

6. How painful it is for those who are deceptive, for they will want to hide from others and God.

Those who are deceptive are trying to take advantage of others; therefore they hide their true motives. The truth would reveal their manipulation, so they stay away from anyone who could expose them. They won’t see God, for they don’t want to see Him, for they hate the light (John 3:18, 19). 

7. How painful it is for those who create division & strife, for they will be called the children of Satan.

Those who persistently cling onto their selfish lifestyles will be willing to create fights, arguments, and war rather than admit their failure or need to change.

8. How painful it is for those who are so desperate to hold onto their sin that they will make fun of those who are trying to do right; they will even get to the point of wanting to hurt them emotionally and physically. They will also attempt to ruin their reputation. Be very sad, for great is the emptiness and destruction that awaits them.

Holding onto selfish cravings and desires will lead people to develop the mature fruit of hate and revenge toward those who love the truth. It will also lead to increased emptiness, shame, guilt, and pain. In order to numb the pain, they increase the use of their “pain-reliever.” Eventually, they would rather die than live, for a life of sin becomes more and more miserable. They would rather cry for the rocks and mountains to fall on them, than come face to face with God (See Revelation 6:14-17).

Everyone will follow one path or the other:

Jesus and the Be-Attitudes or Satan and the Me-Attitudes.
The Mission Of The Church

1. Read Matthew 28:18-20

A. What did Jesus say had been given to Him?

B. In the light of what He had been given, what did Jesus command His followers to do?

a. 
b. 
c. 
Satan was cast out of heaven when he rebelled against God in the beginning (Revelation 12:7-9). At the cross, he was again cast out. This time out of his position as “the ruler of this world” John 12:31. No longer could he claim that he had authority over earth (Luke 4:6 ).

Jesus could therefore say, “All authority has been given to me in heaven and on earth.”  In other words, He has redeemed the whole world, qualified everyone for heaven and transferred the human race from Satan’s kingdom into His own (Colossians 1:12-14). 

In the light of this good news, Jesus commands His followers to teach everyone what His plan is for their lives – to love others as He has loved them (John 15:12). This is a call to help people experience God’s amazing grace and unconditional love. This is a call to help people view all of life in the light of the cross of Christ. 

Only then will people see the difference between the kingdom of heaven and the kingdom of Satan. Jesus tried to teach the disciples for 3 ½ years about the kingdom of heaven. Only after His death and resurrection were they open to see life from God’s perspective. 

The following chart reveals some of the differences between the kingdom of heaven and the kingdom of Satan.

	Kingdom of Heaven 

Other-centered Love
	Kingdom of Satan 

Self-centered Love

	The love of Christ motivates people to live for God (2 Cor. 5:14,15).
	Insecurity and fear motivates people to live for self.

	Having freely received from God, people freely give (Matthew 10:8). 
	Out of emptiness, people give in order to get.

	In Christ, every person is equally loved, redeemed and valuable. 
	Our value is based on our performance and possessions.

	The fruit of the Spirit is what makes a person attractive & a joy to be with. 
	Beauty is based on outward looks and display.

	There is unity based on cooperation, love, & forgiveness (Ephesians 4).
	There is division based on competition, greed, & bitterness.

	People seek first God’s will as they consider how to use their time, energy & money. They even seek to honor God in what they eat and drink (Matthew 6:33; 1 Corinthians 10:31).
	People seek first what feels good, looks good & tastes good at the moment, even though it may lead to more pain & brokenness in their lives (1 John 2:16).

	People have a deep respect for what God has created and made holy: life, people, marriage, tithe, His Sabbath. They respect Him & honor His name. 
	People are willing to hurt and murder others, destroy marriages, steal from God, ignore holy time, and take His name in vain.


Baptism is a tangible way for people to communicate that they have: 

· Believed the everlasting gospel, 

· Experienced God’s unconditional love 

· Embraced the truth and mission of the kingdom of God

Through baptism a person is communicating that they have chosen to be a disciple of Jesus. If people are rushed into baptism without the above three in place, the motive for baptism will be fear and reward. They will be baptized in order to earn God’s favor or the acceptance of others. The wrong foundation will leave them weak and vulnerable. 
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